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Obſervations and Remarks 
On the T Wo 


A 0 9 Oo U N P s 


of the BEH AVIOUR of the Late 
EARL of KILMARNOCK, 


8 And the Late 
5 LO RD BALMERINO, &ez 


3 HE RE is 1 any Coun- 
try in the World, in which 
better Effects may be hop- 
: ed from public Executions, than 
in England, ſince it may be ſafely 5 
ſaid, that there is no Country, 
where they are beheld with more 
Attention, or where. e mi- 
EF 
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nute Circumſtance, relating to Per- 


ſons who ſuffer in this Manner, 
is ſo carefully collected, and ſo 


ſtrictly conſider d. We talk to this 
Day of Sir Tho. More s Behaviour 
on the Scaffold, and there are ma- 
ny very well acquainted with it, 
who would yet be to ſeck if they 
were aſk'd in what Part of Henry 
_VIIl.'s Reign he ſuffered, I lis : 
' Diſpoſition is certainly very aleful, 5 
inaſmuch as it puts it out of the 
Power of any Sort of People to 
miſrepreſent Facts of this Nature, 
and thereby hinder their being tranſ- 
mitted in their true Light to Poſte- 
rity, who find them not the leaſt 
inſtructive, or entertaining Part of 


0 Ty 


= WIr Reſp ect to the two 1. = 
; who lately — upon Tower- 
Hill, we have a couple of Relations 
as Gogular and as oppoſite as any 
| that 


41 I 
that were ever publiſh'd on the like | 
Occaſion. To fay the Truth, 1 
cannot help thinking, that theſe: — 
Accounts very much reſemble the _ | 
Lords who ſuffered ; the Firſt of - 
them is haſty 75 vehement and full 1 
of Fire, like it's Hero, the Lord 
Balnerino; the Second is calm, | ll 
gentle and full of Moderation, like 1 
its Subject, the Earl of Kilmarnock; | 
and if thoſe unfortunate Noblemen ; — 
may be allow d to have been lucky 
in any Accident whatever, attend- 
ing ſo melancholy a Cataſtrophy as 
their's, I think it was in having two 
ſuch Hiſtorians to commemorate 
their 2 Behaviour as the zealous 
Mr. F —d, and the accurate Mr. 
F „ 


IT is the Obſervation of a ie 

| brated French Wit, that there are 
two Objects, upon which che natu- 
B 2 ral 
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ral and intellectual Eyes of Men 
cannot be fixed, with any Degree 
of Conſtancy: And theſe Objects, 


according to him, are the dazling 


Brightneſs of the Sun, and the 
gloomy Proſpect of Death. But 
with Submiſſion to this great Man, 
the latter is an Object that does not 
always ſtartle Britous, and the pre- 
8 ſent melancholy Occaſion furniſhes 
us with two remarkable Inſtances of 
Men's conſidering it with much 
S8teadineſs, and that too, in as dif- 
ferent Lights as can well be imagin- 
ed; for perhaps there never were two 
Noblemen, more diſtinct, in Point 
of Notions, Tempers and Charac- 
ters, than the late Earl of Kilmar- 
20k and Lord Balmerino. 755 


| Tax former of theſe was in 
the Flower of his Age, the Chief of 
the noble Family of Boyd, but 
285 without 


Fo) 


without any Sing; for this is a 


Lowland Name and not a Clan 
His Lordſhip's Anceſtors have born 


almoſt every great Office in their 
native Country, and ſtand diſtin- 


+ guiſhed in the Scortiſb Hiſtory, V, as 
5 19 Commanders and able Stateſ- 
His Lordſhip's Father was a 
r „ Whig, not from Views 
of; Advantage, or for the Sake of 
Places and Penſions, but from 
1 Principle, and in the laſt Rebellion 
he raiſed in the Town of Kilmar- 
noc and it's Neighbourhood | 200 
Men for the Service of King George, 
by Dint of his perſonal Intereſt; 


. Via ſhews at once, the Sincerity 


of his Loyalty, and 2 much he 


was beloved in his Country; for 


the late Lord, when he took con- 


trary e did not carry in a 
Man to the Rebels. It was upon 


this Occaſion that the unhappy 


Perſon, 
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Perſon, of whom we are ſpeaking, 
NY then Lord Boy d, firſt bore Arms, and 


ſhewed fuck Alacrity. and Zeal in 
the Service as gave the Earl his 


Father great Satisfaction; and in- 


dieed there was no Family in Scot- 
land more unlikely to engage in an 
Attempt like that for which he 
ſuffered, than his own. 


Hs Lordſhip s Education in the | 
Univerſity of Cee contributed 
to fix him in his F amily Princi- 

ples, as well as to give him a 
Tincture of Learning, which, to- 
gether with his natural Abilities, 
were ſufficient to diſtinguiſh a Man 
of his Rank; fo. that he paſſed 
with his particular Acquaintance, 
as well as the World in general, 
for a young Nobleman of good 
Senſe and quick Parts. He often re- 
ſided in London for ſeveral Months, 


and 


51 


and the Company he kept was 


ſuch as viſibly ſhewed his 
tion and Attachment to the pre- 


ſent Government: : And Wobgh⸗ 


his Lordſhip mi dit be a Man of 


Pleaſure, and affen to talk freely 
about Religion, yet it is very cer- 
tain, that he never ſhewed the 
leaſt Sign of being diſſatisfied with, 
much leſs deſerting the Principles 


in which he had been educated ; 


but the Smallneſs of his Fortune, 
and an expenſive Way of Life, 
brought him into difficult 3 
| ftances, with which ſome other 
untoward Accidents concurred, 
at the Time the Rebellion . 20 : 
out. It is not however probable, 
chat he had any. Notion of going 
into it before the Advantage gain- | 
ed by the Rebels at Prefon-Pans, 
which was greatly magnified by 
ſuch as had an Intereſt in ſo do- 


ing 3 
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ing; and this, it plainly appears, 
git him to think of ben, | 
his Fortune by joining thoſe who 
were then reputed victorious : But | 
it is very remarkable, that his | 
Lordſhip entirely acquits his Coun- 
teſs of having had any Share in 
perſuading him to this Reſolution ; 
on the contrary, he affirms, and 
under his Circumſtances we ought 
not to doubt the Truth of what 
he ſays, ſhe diſſuaded him all that 


was in her Power. 


1 Tri is very apparent, that he ne- 
ver had conſidered the Step he 
was taking, with any Degree of 
that Attention the Importance of 
it required, ſince it ſeems he did 
not diſcover it's Repugnance to his 
former Principles ; for he very in- 
genuouſly profeſſes, that he had 


| no Intention to Pe either 


Arbitrary 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Arbitrary Power or Popery; which, 


however it may affect his Cha- 
racter for good Senſe, moſt cer- 
tainly takes off from the Imputa- 


tion of his having a bad Heart; 
ſince it may be preſumed, that if 
he had attended to the Conſe- 
quences, he would never have em- 
barked in ſuch a Deſign: But he 
flattered himſelf with falſe Hopes 
of bringing about a Revolution, 
Which might prove advantageous 
to himſelf, and free him from thoſe 
Iriconveniencies that were the Re- 
ſult of his former inconſiderate 
5 Temper; for which Raſhneſs he 
YE paid with his Lite. : 


3 R theſe Circumſtances he 
became a Priſoner, was brought to 
his Trial, and, upon his own Con- 


feſſion, adjudged to ſuffer Death. 


It is eaſy to conceive, that few 
3 Perſons 


+ 12 + & 
Perſons have been OY greater 
Diſadvantages in ſach a Situation 


than he was, and yet no body could 


well behave better. Inſtead of 


putting on an affected Intrepidity, 
he ſhewed a juſt Concern rather 


for his Character than his- Fate. 


He recurred to his firſt Principles, 
and maintained them to the laſt, 
though he was ſenſible there 35 5 
no Room left for Mercy. He 
took Shame to himſelf by a frank | 
Confeſſion of all his . of a | 
publick and private Nature; but 
he took Care to diſtinguiſh how | 
far he was, and how far he was not | 
guilty. He acknowledged an Ar- 
tiſice made uſe of at his Trial, 
which never could have en 
known but from himſelf; yet he 
diſclaims the Knowledge of any 
Order for giving no Quarter, and 
k particularly careful to free him- 


ſelf 


E's] 


ſelf from thoſe Imputations of Cru- 


elty, which Report had thrown 


upon him. He ſhewed great Meek- 
neſs in receiving the Inſtructions of 


his ſpiritual Guide, in complying. 
with all that he required, and in 
parting with the Lieutenant at the 


Tower; he diſcovered a deep and 
ſerious RecolleQion while in the 
| Room with the Sheriffs, gave all 
the Satisfaction that could be ex- 
pected from him, with reſpect to 
his Senſe of his Crime and fincere 
Repentance. The Method he took 
to prepare for Death, was "2 
= moſt agreeeble to Reaſon; and yet 
moſt ſhocking to the Senſes: He 
took Care to be informed of every 
particular Circumſtance relating to 
the Ceremony, that he might not 
be ſurprized; and in reflecting 
upon theſe be might be ſaid to 
die often. But notwithſtanding 
Ss ES 
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this Precaution, he was che, at 
coming upon the Scaffold ; the 
Speftacle, it ſeems, was Miſe aw- 
ful than the Picture of it in his 
Imagination, and he could not 
help ſaying, that it was terrible. 
But for all that, he brought him- 
ſelf to die with great Calmneſs and 
Decency, and this notwithſtanding 
ſeveral little Accidents, which, by 
retarding the Execution , might have 
diſconcerted him. T bete is indeed 
one Thing very ſtrange, and in 
which the two Accounts dilfe : 
widely, It is faid by Mr. F—9, 
that his Head was not held up and | 
expgſed, at his particular Requeſt Wy 
it is averred by Mr. TZ, that 
he ſpoke of this as a Thing of io 
Significancy, and that did not in 
the leaſt affect him; and he plain- 


ly intimates his doubting, that he 


ever: made ſuch a e but 


the 55 


199] 


the ſame Time he tells us, that his 


Lordſhip was very much concern- 


ed for fear his Head ſhould roll 
about the Scatiold, as not being 
willing that his Body ſhould appear 
with any unneceſſary Indecency, af- 
ter the juſt Sentence of the Law 
was ſatisfied. His Concern about 
one Circumſtance, and Unconcern 
about the other, 1s equally; won- 
ee, 


Such as have affected to criticiſe 
this Lord's Behaviour, do not ſeem 
thoroughly to have comprehended 
his Character, to have conſidered 
that there are many different Kinds 
of Courage, or to have remem- 
bered, that there are almoſt as ma- 
ny Ways of dying as of living. 
| 'They compare his Death perhaps 
with that of his Countryman, the 
Marquis of Montroſe, and by mak- 


ing 
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ing fo ill founded a Compariſon, 


they fall very naturally upon a 
wrong Conclufion, They ought 


to take in all the Circumſtances 


attending his Death, and above all, 


his dying ſelf condemned, as well 


as by the Sentence of the Law, 


which Remark may direct them 
to Compariſons that will not at 


all depreciate his Lordſhip' s Beha- 


viour: As for Inſtance, ir Alex. 


Carew, whom the long Parliament 
puniſhed with Death for deſign- 


— to deſert the Cauſe of Liber 
ty; the two Hot hams, Father and 
os who died for the like Offence, 
and perhaps we may take in alſo 
Duke H——z, who had chang'd 
Sides, and was believed in Point of 
Principle to be on that Side by 
which he ſuffered Whoever en- 
quires into theſe Particulars, wall 


_ that the Earl of Kilmar- 
noc 


"** 


nock died with as much Firmneſs 


as could be expected; and that 
though the Charge of Inconſiſten- 


cy lies very ſtrongly againſt the 


Actions of his Life, yet his whole 
| Deportment at his Death was very 
decent, very chriſtian, and very 
conſiſtent. The Sweetneſs and 
Gentleneſs of his Temper accom- 
panied him to the laſt, and though 
he might be and ndeed was moved 
with the dreadful Apparatus of 
his Death, yet perhaps that Sight 
would bare moved him greatly, 
if another had been to ſuffer; but 
that he was not diſconcerted is 
certain, ſo that he ſtands well in- 
titled to every good Man's Pity. 


ARTHUR © 
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ARTHUR Lord Balmerino 
was deſcended of a younger Branch 
of the Noble Houſe of Elphinftor, 
and his Character, in every Reſpect, 
was the Reverſe of Lord 59 
nocks, He was in the Decline of 
Life, had been educated in the 
Principles for which he died, and 
had always diſtinguiſhed | biet = 
by his Zeal for them. He was not 
much acquainted with Books, and 
though he was very quick in Re- 
partee, yet he never affected to 
reaſon. He had led a military 
L.fe, which gave him high Notions 
Of Honour; and as he had a Com- 
miſſion in the late King's Service 
at the Batile of Dumblane, he diſ—- 
charged his Duty there as a Soldier, 
though he went over afterwards to 
the Rebels, from a Notion of Duty 
alſo. That there was great Incon- 


Hſtency 
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ſiſtency in this, no Man endued 8 


with rational Faculties can doubt; 


but that the Hurry of his Thoughts 
and the peculiar Temper of the Man 
hindered him from ſeeing this In- 


conſiſtency, we may very eaſily con- 


ceive, becauſe we ſee Inſtances of 


the ſame Find daily in Private 
be. 


H Fortune was always nar- 
row, and at the Time of his en- 
gaging in the Rebellion, his Cir- 
cumſtances were very perplexed. He 
thought therefore, as he had no 
great Eſteem for Life, he ran a 
le Riſk than other Men; and in 
this Notion he continued to his laſt 
Breath. His vehement Diſpoſition 
made him very tenacious of what 
he thought right, and a long Ha- 
bit of thinking in the ſame Way, 
| hindered him, in all human Pro- 


* | bability, | 
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bability, from ſuſpecting that he 
thought wrong. This kept up 


tunes; and as we have had many 


- 8 nothing wonderful or ſurpeiz- 


ing in that Steadineſs, with which 


he died. His Thoughts were ne- 


aſtoniſhed when he found it. 


have been acting one Part through- 


his Spirits, under all his Misfor- 


Examples of the ſame Kind, there 


ver divided, or diveſted from this 

Object; for as he had no Reaſon 
to flatter himſelf with Hopes, =. 
it does not appear that he ever fed 
| himſelf with any Expectations of 
Mercy, but from firſt to laſt looked 
for Death, and therefore was not 


| Hi s great Ambition 2 ts 5 


out, and the natural Generoſity of 


his Temper made him far from 
deſiring any Companion in his 
Misfortune; 3 ſo that there is no 

| Reaſon 5 


Weg VIE 


ER 


oning alone, which, as Mr. F. 
fays, was ſurely very great, but 
at the ſame Time very. natural, 
as were alſo the two Teſtimonies 
he gave of Concern. The firſt 
was with Regard to the cruel 
Order for giving a Quarter, which 
he difavows, and deſired an In- 
terview with the Earl of Kilmar- 
mock in order to clear up this Point 
as far as poſlible, and the Reaſon 
he gave for it, as Mr. F— 
us, was, he thought it not t Military 
| or. becoming of a Soldier. Mr. 
.r ſhews how this Order is 
at lat fixed upon Lord George 
Murray, but what he ſubjoins of 
Lord Balmerino's thinking this 
ſhould not affect his P- 
ſerves ſome Explanation. His next 
Concern was, that his Character 
* 1 might 


(a) 


Reaſon to doubt his Sincerity in 


wiſhing to have paid that Reck- 


of 


— — 


—d tells 


de- 
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en 
might. not ſuffer by the Boldneſs 
or Fierceneſs of his Behaviour. 
His Excuſe for this is the moſt 
natural that can be, his Conſci- 
ence was undiſturbed, and this 
left him to act with Freedom; 
his Temper was lively and ani- 
mated, and conſequently ſo was 
his Deportment. His Life was a 
Burthen, which he had borne N 
Patience, though ſenſible of its 
Weight; he was rather glad 5 | 


ſorry to hy it down, and very 


truly ſtiled the Block his Pillow 
of Reft. This Expreſſion i is very 
emphatical, it is a Key to his 
vvhole Behaviour; there 1 is nothing 
fo effectually takes away the Fear 
of Death as a Diflaſte of Life. 
Lord Balmerino had no Fear, no 
Terror, or Apprehenſion at the 
Approach of Death; he conſi- 
dered it as the End of his Mis- 


fortunes, 
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tunes, and this brought him to 


it as to any other Action; and 


all he troubled himſelf about was 


to end as he began, and to let 
his Sun ſet with as full and fair 
a Light as it was poſſible. 
this was his only Cre, and be : 
was no Way diſturbed in his At- 
tention to it, he might well die as 


he did; that is, with the ſame 


blunt Freedom with which he liv- 
ed, careful of his Friends Sentiments | 


: about him, and careleſs of all the 
World's beſide. 


7 Tuus we fee, that TY their 
Hieaths . were conſiſtent enough 
with their Characters, though op- 

poſite to each other, as indeed 

their Characters were. But of the 
two ſurely the Farl of Kilmarnock 
had the hardeſt and moſt diffi 

cult Task. His Temper was ſuſ- 
ceptible of more Tenderneſs, his 

Crime 


1 24 4 
Crime was the Effect of a fud- 
den Guſt of temporary Views, of - 
which he was aſhamed long "Bet 
fore he was in Danger; he trem- 
bled amidſt the inconfideratte Ad- 
5 vantages gained by the Rebels, 
and was all along under this dread- 
ful and affecling Conviction, that 
his own Safety and that of his 


Country were incompatible. Theſe 


Wounds in his Conſcience, and a 
very rational, perhaps falutary Dif- 
fidence in his Repentanec, made 
Death not only ſerious, but dread- 
ful to him; yet he faced it. The 
Roughneſs of Balmerino's Nature 
1 his feeling, and his mi- 
litary Courſe of Life had reconciled 
him to the Sight of Death; there 
remained therefore nothing here 
that could fright him; as to Here- 

after the Prejudices at Education 


ſer bim at Eaſe. N him neither 
the 


died well. 
DEATH asa Stranger with whom 
be would willingly have deferred his 


Acquaintance; but Balmerino met 


L251 
the Thing nor the Circumſtances 
were terrible, momentary Pain 


ſeemed a ſmall Price to pay for 
eternal Reſt. Upon theſe different 


Motives both (to the Eyes of Men) 
Kilmarnock received 


him as a Friend, whom having long 


expected he was glad w fee, As - 
Philoſophers we may be allowed 
to regard Things in this Light; as 
good Subjects we are bound to ap- 
prove that Juſtice which guards our 
Safety; as Men and Chriſtians we 
ought to have Compaſſion, and may 
well think ourſelves free to pity the 
Frailty of the one, and wonder at 
the Obſtinacy of the other. l 
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